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Geological 
time

By human 

standards, 

Earth history 

spans unimagin- 

ably long periods 

of time, measured 

in millions of years ago 

(mya). Even at a relatively 

early stage in the development 

of modern geology, geologists 

attempted to systematically classify rock 

formations and place them in chronological or-

der. These early attempts, most of which had a strong 

regional focus, eventually gave rise to the modern, 

global, geological timescale. Traces of more than 600 

million years of Earth history can be found in German 

geoparks.






















































